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Home of Ancient Stew
Growing and Her

Future Bright.
STRONGBANKS.AND
BUSY MERCHANTS

With Splendid Watcr-Powcr and
Miillbns of Dollars' Worth of
TCaw .Material, Manufactur-

itif* Enterprises of All
Kinds Are Invited

to Locatc.

nv FHANK S. WOODSOX,
[StafT Corr^spondence of Tho Tlmei-

Dlspatch.]
LAWRENOEVILLE, VA.. January 11.

--Hestlng In the red hllls of Bruns¬
wlck, one Bmong tho largest and rlch-
ept and oldost countles of tho Old Do-

nilhlon, the hlrthplace of tho orlglnul
"Brunswlck Stew;" the homo of many
men who liavo mude thelr mnrk In the
bright history of Old Virginia, and tho
centre of as flne a Virginia soclal realm
aj can be found ln the borderfl of the
old Mother of States and StuteBtnen,
tho little town of Lawrencevllle has
In a qulet way become a coinmerclal
and educatlonal centre that ls worthy
of more than passlng mention.
The capital of tho great and produc-

tive county of Brunswlck ls a town ol
ahout 2.50o populatlon, and Its growth
wlthln the past two dccados has been
hubstantlal and wonderful.

When llall"ii;» Came.
For many long years lawrencevllle

Bi:d, as for thut matter, the whole
county of Brunswlck, knew not the
sound of the i,illway whlstlc. In 1!>&'J
the Atlantlc and Danvllle Raiiway run
its llno along here and made Law¬
rencevllle ono of tho iirlnclpal sta¬
tions. That road lil now known as thp
Norfolk-Danvlllc dlvlslon of the South-
**rn Rallway, and it stlll makes Law-
roiicevllle an important polnt, the horn,
of its shops and the divlsional polnt
between Danvllle and Norfolk.

This was the first tho county kneu
Df rallways, but how three great trunk
lines travcrsc tho lougth and breadti
ot the county of Brunswlck. Iu li)0<
there was constructed the RIchmo.ni
tllvl*lon of the Seaboard Alr Llno sy-i
tem, extending from Kichmond througl
Petersburg. to Norllna, in North Caro
llne, where lt connccts with tho Ports
inouth-RaloIgh hranch of that s'ysteii
und goes on to Rulolgh and the South
The Virginian Raiiway, whlch li

*ald ta be a superior llno ln tho mat
ter of constructlon, has boon rur

through the county, and Is now oper
utlng as far westward as Vlctorla, li
Lunen'nurg county. It passes righ
through Brunswlck, and when com

pleted to tho far west wlll bo a grea
factor ln the industrial developmcn
of the county.

A CorapetlMvc Polnt.
The now Virginian Rallway crosse:

the Seaboard Alr Llne at Alberta. Jus
: Ight mlles across the country fron
Lawrencevllle. Tlu- Lawrencevllle am
Western Rallroad has been chartero.l
and ls backed by good local capllal
to build a llne from thls town to
tonnectlng polnt on one or both of th
lines n.cntloned. The origlnal Idea wa
to run to Cochran. on the Seaboan
Alr Llne, a distunce of six mlles, bu
Alberta ls only two miles further or
and the probablllty now ls that th
road will go to the last named polnt
thti3 glving La^wrenceville three llne
of raiiway and making it a compctl
tlye polnt ontitled under the rules o
the rallways to rates as good as Rlch
inond, Petersburg or any other tow;
enjoys,

A Wholesnle Centre.
Wlth frelght rates thus kdjusted oi

the competltlve basis, and with on
bt tho richest. back countles In Vlr
g!nia lo support it, Lawrencoville cotll
easily becomo a wholesale centre tha
would cause Norfolk, Petersburg, ani
even big RIchmond to sit up and tak
notlce. That thls road will be buil
in the vory near future.posslbly thl
year.there can be no doubt. The new

ly organized Board of Trade of th
town wlll take hold of tho scheme a
once and push lt through. A aurve;
of the llne has alrearjy boon madt
end-the best estlmates show that it ca
l)h bullt for about $75,000 to ?SO,000.
Whon the Atlantlc and Danvllle Rail

way struck Lawrencevllle ln 1889 th
little settlement here was a stragglln
village nf only 163 inhabltants. It wa

the county seat of the county of Bruns
wtc.k. wlth a courthouse and a jall, an

these, wlth the pald offleers to ru

them, were about all that dlfferen
tlated it from any other cross-road
sottlement; but the sound of th
whistle of the steam engino wake
tho village up.'and a number of Uv
mon, reallzlng the posslbilitles. coir
r.ionced to move thlngs.

Luwreueevillc'N Splendld Xerve.
The new rallway had to have .shot

lomewhere on the line, Danvllle wam

ed them, Fortsmouth and Mllton an
fome other polnts wanted them. bt
nr.unky little Lawrencevllle outbl
thom all and got the shops. A vlllag
nf less than 200 Inhabltants voted
110.000 bonus to securo the sltops, an

Lawrencevllle got them. If that wasn

norve and spunk, what was it? Lav
rencevllle has been spunky and nerv

ever slnce, and the result Is that it
now a town of 2,500 Inhabltants, and
|s stlll invltlng new lnduslries'ar

I atferlng Indticements to them to com

The rallway shops have helped tl
town not a little. Thoy employ fro
125 to 150 workmen, and tholr famille
together wlth those of the tralnnn
who llve here, because Lawrencovil
Is the dlvlslon polnt of tho brant
system, make somethlng llke SOO pe
pl'e who got tholr living from the pa
rolls ot tho Southern Rallway, and,
course, all thls money ftnds Its"Wi
through the locnl trade chunnels.
amounts to about $10,000 por monl
Lawrencevllle wns much smarter tlu
some of Its larger nelghbors when
less than 200 Inhabltants put ln a b
bld for the rallway shops.
The spirit that brought tho sho

tContlnued un Tenth Page,)

MAI.V STREET, LAWREXCEVILLE.

COMIlIVATIOV WAKKHOhSE.

REAL ESTATE

Everythirig Looking Up, With
Cheap Home-Builders Very

Largelv in Evidencc.

CONTRACTORS HAVE WORK

The "Railroad Valley" Is At-
tracting Much Attention.

Big Developments.
lt ls a llttle too soon in the new

year for the real estate men lo get ex-

trem'ely busy. There Is always a lull
after the hollday season, but all tho
same, they have been dolng somethlng
durlng the past week. and the records
show that somethlng llke $75,000 worth
of real estate changed hands wlthln
the last six days. The deals havo not
been on the large order. A number of
heavy deals have been put "on the
string," and they may be consummated
wlthln the next few weeks, but so
far in tho new year the actual sales
have been conflned almost entlrely to
the smnller transactions looking to
home bullding.

llorae Bulldcra on Ihe Alert.
Home bullders have somehow con-

celved the ldea that the cost of ma-
terlal and labor are yet subject to
teductlons, and they are dlsposed lo
hoid off a whlle yet hefore closlng con-
tracts for the erectlon of cheap homes.
Time wlll tell lf they are right. The
Indicatlons are that they are. Real
estate values stlll hold good ln the
main. Industrial property is holdlng
stlff for better prices. The old-ttme
flgures are stlll holdlng strong in tho
"railroad valley," north of Broad Street
between Thtrteenth and Elghteenth
Streets.
There wlll be a good deal of bullding

there wlthln the few weeks and months
soon to come. It is sald that a mam-
moth industrial plant, covering three
solld blocks, wlll loom up ln that re-
gion in a, very llttle whlle.

Down ln the Vulley,
Messrs. West & Robinson, so-lt ls

sald, have a contract to do thls work.
The Chesapeake and Ohio Railway,
havlng becomc a llttle tired of tho
constant fines imposed upon them liy
the Corporatlon Commlsslon, will very
soon begin the'erectlon of a-blg frelght
house, from whlch to dellver goods
before the flnes count up too much.
Tho contract for tlils warehouse ls sald
to have been let. These Improvements,
actual and contemplatlve, have made
somethlng of a boom down ln the
"Valley." The flrm of Green & Redd
have recently made some sales that
demonstrate thls ldea. Durlng the past
woe.k they sold two llttle old shantles
ln "the Valley" for a'figure that foolt-
up near $3,000.. The same property a
fow years ago sold for less than $800.

ICiiNt Eud lo the Front.
Another slgn of tho times bobs ur

ln the fact that only last week a well-
known metchant offered to lease n
store close to tho West. & Kobinsor
development for a perlod of tlvo years
and he was so anxlous' to get posses-
sion of the property he offered to clos«
the five year deal by pay Ing tho leas.
money ln advanee. Truly the East 13n<
ls comlng Into tho llmollght.

It niuy be added that tho ""passas*
ly the City Council last week of ar
onllnnnco by whlch $30,000 wlll bi
spent In the work of opening up Thlr-

(Conthuieil on Sucoud I'iuO

T
FOR TOBACCO SALES

Small Receipts on All the Mar-
kets Attributed to Atmos-

pheric Conditions.

PRICES STILL VERY GOOD

Well Maintained in All the Mar-
kets, With an Upward

Tendencv.

Harsh weather throughout the week
has held tobacco sales and receipts
down to the mlnlmum. It seems now.

however, that a.11 that is needed tc
boom the market to tho hlghest polnt
of the season Is a short tlme of good
hondllng weather. It is estlmated thai
at least two-thlrds of the crop ls stli:
In tlie barns of the farmers, and cannoi
bo taken down until the atmosphere
softens considerably.
The small amounts that have beer

offered have brought the most satis-
fnctory prices ot the season. and tht
demand was very active. Large buy-
ers, who were not much in evldenct
bolore tho holidays, are now' on tht
floors ln full'force, and ore willlni
to pay the best prices for all offer-
Ings. The outlook is now the bes:
for several years. Dark stemmlng to
baccos, especlally, are ln heavy de
mand. and will probably remaln thi
best sellers of the season.

LYNCIIBOKH RECEIPTS LIGHT.

Weather Prohably Accounts for More No
Iteing Itrought In.

[Special to The Tlmes-Dlspatch.}
LYNCHBURG, VA., January 11..The r<

ce'pts on the local tobacco market, accord
Ing to the repoart of Mr. John L. Oglesb}
of Lynch's Warehouse, have been rathe
hghter this week than were expected by th
trade. The condltlon and quallty of the tc
brcco has been about as It was before th
holidays. and the trade was quite actlvi
The prices on all offerlngs were fully up 1
the quotatlons. Tbe unfavorable' weath<
v.as partly the cause of the llght rece|pi
of the week.
The report of tho sales for the past tw

wooks, us prepared by Mr. Oglesby, ls t
fcllows: Pounds
Sold week endlng December 30..,. 1,020.6(
Sold week endlng January 10,.,. 636,0(
Decrease for week endlng January

10. 657,31
Sold from September 1, 1907, to
January 10, 190S. 6,331,01

Sold. from Septom.ber 1, 190G, to
January 10, 1007. 7,S40,«i

Decrease for 1903. 2,506.6<
The prices were as follows:

L'ugs, common....J 5.00 <jf$ 6.
L,ugs, good. 6.00 © 7.
Leaf, modlum.,,,., T.50 # 9.i
Lcaf, good. 9:00 © U-
Leaf. wruppers. H.O0 <5> 32,

flOUTll BOSTON KEOEIPTS LIOIIT.

Thls Attributed ln Lur.e Meunure to Weath
CoiidillnUH.

SOUTH BOSTON, VA., January 11,.T
tobacco recvlpts for the.past week have bc
llt.ht, owlng to the unfavorable .weather co
clllions. Tho qunllty. of tho orterlngsw
inlrly good, aud prlcos fully aa hish as th
wero beforo ChrlHlmns, tlie average prl
(Includlng prlmlnsH and scrup) belng nho
11 contu.
Thero has been coiitlnued seusnnut

venthur ror Ktripplng. and the trade loo
.pi full receipts iwxt week, belnit ful
ii;uiu'ped to' hundio imtt uu.mtlilea of I

WESTWOOD MlLLS WATER POWER, LAWREXCEVILLE IIIGII SCHOOL. SOUTHERX KAIIiWAV SHOPS-
M-'AK. LAWREXCEVILLE. I,.\\VHEX('KVII,I,K.

wccd. President Johnson'' thlnks tha re-
mninder of the arop'can be sold by May. lst,
provlded tho planter does not glut tho
market,. and prices wlll be ontlrely satls-
fm.to'ry. "Whlle thls market has been piiylng
oft ln scrip, same Is belrig- gradually called
ln, and currency ls rapldly t&kmg Its placo.

DANVILLE SALES SMALL.

OrTerlngs of Common to Medlum Grades Wlth
Prices Good.

[Special to Tho Tlmes-Dlspatch.]
DANVILLE. VA., January lt..Messrs.

Dltiell Brothers glve tho followlng revlew
of tho Danville tobacco market for the
week: ^

The sales, whlch-were-suspended for tho
bf-lldaye, resumed .on the slxth. Tho re¬
celpts, owlng to unfavorablo weather, have
been qulte small. The sales have lasted only
about an hour each day. Tho quality of tha
offerlngs has.been under an average of tho
ciop, conslstlng moslly of, common to m»-
dium grades.

I'rlces opened and have contlnued Bt
about the level of the closlng prices beforn
the holidays. If there has been any chanite
the tendency ls rather upward. Wlth fav-
orable weat:.er largo recelpts may be looked
for

There Is somethlng dolng In rcdrled to-
baccos, but trado Is rather qulet. We look
for a moro actlve business ln thls line In
the near future, when .manufacturers shall
have flnished up thelr taklng stock.

Bedford Market.
fSpecial to The Tlmea-Dlspatch.]

BEDFORD CITY. January'11..Wlth the
open.lng of tho new year the tobacco market
han beon agaln resumed. Trado has been
hrlsk and the brakes at tho two wara
houses qulte heavy, and tho prices very sat-
Ist'r.c.tory to the planters. The quality of
tobacco brought In slnce the hollday is far
superlor. to the prevlnusly marketed. The
general average of price haa been.abo.e
Jo.50' a hundred.

MARIOX IS I'KOSFKRING.

Merchants Report Flne Business and Banks
Dolng Well.

[Special to The Ttmea-Dlspatcb..]
MARION, VA.. January 11..Marlon has

afcout' recovered from the depresston us-uaMy
Incident to the closlng ot tl.a hollday season
and ls rapldly resiiming tho business activ-
Ity whlch charncteiized the year just ended.
Whlle tha dlsturbance ln nnanclal clrclei
has bean felt here to soma extent, especlally
in manufncturlng llncs, there has apparently-
h«en no serlous falllng off ln any dpartment
of business.

Marlon merchants report that tho fall
and hollday trade waa the best they havo
ever had, and are buBy clearlng out Etock
and preparlng for an Increased sprlng trade.
Both the Bank of Marlon arid the Marlon
Natlonal Bank have remained tn flourishlng
condltlon, tha former havlng declared Its
usual seml-annual dlvldend. ot 6 per cent.
on the capltal stock. and tha Iatter Its eeml-
annual-dlvldend of 3 per cent.1
The overall wactory. recently bullt ln *.ha

western part of town, waa opened for busi¬
ness last Monday, wlth a good forca of
hands. and glves promlae of ,taklng rnnk
wlth Marion's most succeasful manufacturlng
enterprlses.

Messrs. Robert RichardBon, of Chatham
Hlll, and Beatth", ot Olade Sprlng, wei e
here Tuesday closlng up the sale of the
Beattle farm. ln Washlngton county, to Mr.
John M. Gwyn Ry thls purchose Mr. Gwyn
becomes .the owner of a flne estate near
Glade Sprlng, oostlng somethlng. over $50,-
000- ...

-.» -__

Poullr.v Wlna Prlxen.
¦[Special to Th» Tlmee-Dlspatch.]

WARRENTON, VA., January H.-x-whlle
hcrses are supposed lo -occupy 80' per cent.
of the attention "f the Warronton public,
tne other 10 per cent, s-ems to bo devoted
to the ralslne o' very flne poultry. At the
Washlngton Poultry Show. whlch ls now in
setrslon, Mr. Albert Flatcher. Jr.. and Rev.
V. «, Council, both exhlbltefl a, number of
very flne blriis and won several tirst and
second rlbbono. Both gentlomen spent sev-
era< days ln the city. Mr. Riissel! Colvln
went to tho city 'Ihursday tn-attend the
show, ivhei'c. he Jls°- haa somo very flna
chlckens exhlblted.

.-1

Te.ii l'"*r Cent. Dlvldend.
[Special lo Tlio Tlmes-Dlspatch.:)

.' WOODSTOCK. VA., January '11_At a
r.iettlng, of tl... stookholdora. of the Shen-
aiidoah Farnu'ra } ii'on °f thls place u 10
por cont. dlvldend waa declared, and the
followlng offlc'in woro elected: Dr. W. C.
Frrd, president: '''I'tatii John H, Clrablll,
vlic-iireslilcnt; 1' ,',,,ee'"' lecretary und

ly J mat'iirer uml all u( '"¦*' old dlrectois wei<*
Uelm'eU'idca,

SUMMER RESIDENCI3 OF
MIcS, DAVID DUNLOP,

¦.73AR LAWRENCEVILL13.

THE MODERNIZING
OF OLD ARABIA

The English Are Gobbling the
Peninsula and Will Build

Rail roads.

THE LAND OF MOCHA COFFEE

John Bull's Gibraltar at Aden,
Which Controls the Suez

Canal.

(Copyright, 1907, by Frank G. Carpcn-
ter.)

Aden, Arabla.
Have you ever heard what some one

said to the Engllshman Who boastcj.
that tho sun never set on John Bull's
possessions? lt was "that the sun did
not daro to sot for feur tho old plrato
mlght steal something more."
As lt Is now tho Engllsh own coun-

trles ln nearly every part of the globe.
They havo more land in Nortli America
than We havo. They have recently
added to thelr Afrlcan colonles, so that
they now own more than ono-third of
that contlnent, and they are slowly
end surely gathering in everythlng
elso that lles loose. One of thelr latest
acquisltlons ls Arabla. They now prac-
tically .control the whole of lt. They
have the SInal Penlnsuln, through thelr
possesslon of Egypt, and they can con¬
trol that part of Arabla along tho Red
Sea through the ports whlch they aro
buildlng on the opposlte coast. They
havo enterpd Into tho closest of rela-
tlons with' the Sultan ot Oman, and
thoy have two uncrowned kings in tlio
persons of certain of thelr political res-
idents and consuls-general, who control
the whola of Eastern and Southern
Arabla. The flrst of these is stationed
at Bushire, in Porsla, but he has mado
treatles with the varlous trlhes along
the Arablan slde of the Perslan Gulf
whlch glve the Engllsh the trade of
that reglonj and the same Is true as to
the trlbes of Southern Arabla, who are
controlled by the Brltlsh rosldent here
at Aden. These two conauls-general
have ostabllahed post-offlces and pos¬
tal routes through thelr respoctlvo
spheres of Influence, and they control
not only tho malls, but money mutters
as well. They'are working in connec¬
tlon wlth Indla, and tho moneys used
are rupees and annas. If difllcultles
arlso botween tho Arabs and Porslans,
they are brought to the Engllsh resl-
dent at Bushire, and If between tho
trlbes of Southern Arabla, they are
brought to Aden for udjustment. <

Arabla to Hnvu Itoullrouds.
At the samo tlme, the Engllsh nre

eonsldering tho development of tho pe¬
ninsula. They have proposod to bulld
a pllgrltnago rallway form Jecldah, on
the Red Sea opposlte Fort Sudan, to
tako the'great army ot Mohammedan
worshlppors Inland to Moecn. Thls
would connect wlth thelr new rallroad
whlch now crosses tha Nublan desert
from Suakln to tha capo to Culro rotito,
and would opon up an innnense passon-
gor trafllc from central Afrlcn and up-
por Egypt durlng tho pllgrlmago bou-

son. If tho English aro not granted
tho concosslon for that road lt wlll
probably bp bullt by tho Mohamniediins

(Contlmtcd on-Flfth Puge.)

CAROIINA VALLEY
Road to Be Completed from High

Ppint to Thomasville, and in
Opcration by Summcr.

OPEN UP TIMBER DISTRICT

Connection to Be Made With
Either Seaboard or Coast

Line.

[Special to Tho Tlmes-Di&patch.J
HIGH POINT, N. C, January 11..Thecontractors who havo the buildlng otthe Caroiina Valley Kailroad ln chargesay that tho llno to Thomasville willbe completed and cars runnlng bv sum-

m,e,r,' JJ,lF;,John E- Dimmerniaii, olPhiladelphla, of the ilrm of Doilge <SDay. has boen here a week lookinpthlngs over preparatory to golng tcwork. His visit wns to rleterinlne thesize and amount of equipment requlrodfor tho road. whlch wlll be shlpped at
once. Mr. Dlnimerman has secureelsl.xty teams, and tho work wlll coni-
mence on the Thomasville end, comlnetowards Hlgh Polnt.

It Is the purpose of the company tr
connect up tho Caroiina Valley Rail-
road wlth Hlgh Polnt flrst, so us tc
enabla the ccympuny to get out Its
timber, tles and poies tor tlro build¬
lng of the electrlc llne, and also tc
glve Hlgh Polnt an opening for the
timber ln antl abovo Den'ton, N. C. Mr
XV. T. Van Brunr, of New York Clty
arrived in Hlgh Polnt to-day and wll
slay hero several days, going over tht
whole properties. Tho company wll
have work startetl the latter part o
this month, and cars wlll be runnlng
between here and Hlgh Polnt by Au
gust at the latest.
The Caroiina Valley Rallroad wll

pass near the Whltney Reductlon Com
pany, one of the greatest power com
panles In Ihe South, nnd wlll open ti)
a great timber dlstrlct whlch wll
prove tnvaluable to tho manufactur
ers here. Connectlon wlll be made a
Wadesboro, or some nearby polnt, wltl
the Seaboard Air Llne, or nrohably t h,
Atlantlc Coast Llne. Tho road througl
the city and suburbs will be operatei
as an electrlc llne, tiflng the same tracl
that wlll be used by the steant rall
way.

Mr. Frank Brown, of thls clty, ha:
invented a drugglst's proscrlption cas.
whlch gives promlse of enrlching tht
patentcc. The caso is arranged st
that thousands of preserlptlons can b,
properly flled, and ln case tho druggla
wants one on the Instant It can bi
fc-tind wlthout the least. trouble. Mr
Brown has applled for a patent on tlu
case.

I'atents to Vlrglnlans.
[Special to The Tlmes-Dlspatch.1

WASIIINOTON,' D. C, Jaouary ll.
Messrs. Davls & Davls, Washlngton paten
att-orneys, report the granc thls week t<
cltizens of thls State of tha followlng pat
e-nts: K, Ball," of Norfolk. tlroproof ant

prolactlng garmont: E. U Bell, of Norfolk
comblned boltle and rolllng-pln; \V. E. DU
iavd, of Potersburff, oll-can; J. S. Hatn
01' Covlngton, coko-levollng machln*; W. V
Klttenuaii, nf I/ynchbuiff, gaga for sclssors
p.. 8. Lafoon, of Ittchniotid, manUBcrip
holOer,

May Stop V»e of Sorlp,
[Special to Tho Tlmes-DlspiUeh.]

lA'NCHBURO, VA. January 11..It Is be
lleved that the local Cleitrlne-llousQ AsbocIb
tlon Is arranglng to retlre tho certlflcate
which wore Ismied sonvo week ago wlii
thr banks could not securo curreitey du
ii-i-iu from ihe New York banks.

E0UALIZAT1QN OF
STATE T

Someof the Troubles That
Are to Be Dealt \

With Now.

IMPORTANT WORK
FOR LAWMAKERS

Valuable Facts and Figurcs Com-
piled by One Who Has Made

a Study of His Subject.
Valuation itt Variotts

Counties of the
State.

HY ROBERT TUHXBULL,
Former Member of the Virglnia Senate
A great deal has been sald ln re-

gard to the Inequalltles In assessmenti
of real estate In tho varlous countles
and sectlons of the State, and as the
present law requlres that the asseasor*
to assess the lands for the year 1910
be appolnted before the flrst day of.
January 1910 (see section 437 of the
Code), lt ls apparent that, lf anythlng
ls to bo done to correct the lnequall*
tlus complalned of, lt must bo done
by the General Assembly for 19US.
Thls being the case, I hope lt wlll not
bo consldered lnapproprlate for mo to
call attention sharply, and In a prae-
tlcal way, to some of the inequalitleg
ln tho assesHinents, and to endeavor
to polnt out what, ln the Judgment ot
the wrlter, .ould be a proper solu-
tlon of tfie dlfficulty.

Ulfflcult l'roliteni.
It Is admltted In advanue that the

subject Is a difflcult one, and It ls
not tho purpose of tho wrlter to com-

plaln of any one, but slmniy t».",polnt
out the facts as they appear, so that
It may be seen that lt ls Imperatlve
that somo uctlon be taken to change
tho present system of maklng assess-
ments. In order to present the mat¬
ter as clearly as possible, and to en-
ablo the cltlzens ot each county to
casily aacertaln Uie Inequalltles. I
have grouped tho countles lri the varl¬
ous congressional dlstricts together,
and have prcpared a table from the
Audltor's report for 1906, showlng the
number of acrea of land ln each county,
the aggregato asscssed value thcreof.
and the assessed value per acre lt)
round numbers, Ieavlng off the frac-
tlons. Thls table Is attached to thls
article, and it was prepared In t'h.U
way because as a general thlng the
lands In each congressional dlstrlct
aro of a slmllar character, and, wlth
somo oxceptlons, are of about equal
value.
' Before invltlng an inspectlon of thls
table I call attention to tho fact that
under the present law (section 442 ol
the -Code), In countles where there
aro more than ono assessor, they are
roquired to meet at least once In eacli
dlstrlct for tho purpose of consulta-
tlon, wlth a vlew of equallzlng. as far
as practtcablo, tho assessmont of landK
ln thelr respeotlvo countles: but no

provlslon whatevor ls made to equallza
the values ln tho varlous counties that
adjoln each other, where tho lands are
of tho samo quality. and are of about
tho same market value, the market
value being tho basis upon whlch-all
assossinents aro requlred bylaw to be
made.

What a Dlstrlct Sliowa.
Now let us carefully examlne the

tablo referred to. Space wlll not al-
low me to make comparlsons tn al]
the congressional dlstricts, and I shall
therefore call attention speclally to
my own dlstrlct, the Fourth, as l am
more faniillar wlth. condltlons hera,
and persons In the other dlstricts can
make thelr own comparlsons from the
figures glven. The real estnte ln ln-
corporated towns la not lncluded in
the flgures glven ln tho table. lt
Is a well-knowii fact that the lands
In the countles of Mecklenburg, Lu-
nenburg, Nottoway, "Dlnwlddle, Prlnce.
Edward. Ame'lla. Powhatan and Bruns-
wlck are ot about the sani6 quality,
and all havo about the same advan-
tages, except as herelnafter polnted
out as to rallroad facilltles, and the
crops that are cultlvated ln each of
these countles are about the same. Vet
when you look at the table you wlli
see that the lands ln Nottoway ara
assessed at $4.00 per acre, ln Bruns»'
wlck at $7.00, ln Dlnwlddle at $5.00, ln
Lunenburg at $2.00. ln Mecklenburg
at $3.00, ln Prlnce Edward at $5.00. in
Amella at $4.00, and ln Powhatan at
$5.00. Now the valuation does not make
any dlfference in county and local
taxatlon, because the rate in the coun¬
tles ls flxed by the board of super-
vlsors aocording to the amount neces¬
sary to be ralsed to meet county ex-
penses, bu.. |t makes. a startling dlf¬
ference as to the burden of State tax¬
atlon that Is requlred to be borne by
the land owners In the countles. It
wlll be seen from the flgures glven
that the land owners of Brunawlck pay
more than double as much State tax
as the land owners- of Mecklenburg,
more than three tlmes as much as the
land owners of Lunenburg, more than
one-third more than the land owners
of Nottoway and Amella, and one-third
more than the land owners of Dln¬
wlddle, Prtnco Edward and Powhatan.
To brlng out more strlklngly the

Inequallty, lt ls a fact .that must be
recognlzed that the lands near lucor-
porated towns of any slze-command a
much greater market price than those
far romote. Brunawlck has only one
town of any alze, Lawrencevllle, wlth
a populatlon of 760 by census of 1900.
whlle Mecklenburg haa four towns
nearly as. lurg-e as Lawrencevllle, and
three of them much older and have
muoh better resldencea; the county la
a third larger than Brunawlck, has a
third more populatlon, haa always had
greater rallroad facilltles, has eleven
banks, Avhlle Brunawlck has only four,
and yet by an examinatlon of tho tabla
lt wlll be seem that the landa ln Bruna¬
wlck are assessed at nearly.one mtl*
llon dollars moro than the landa ln
Mecklenburg. The same thlng may
bo aald In reference to towna in the
countles of Dlnwlddle, Nottoway and
Prlnce- Edward.

Lutrrencevllle Leuda,
1 have sald that tho value of tha

real estute ln Incorporatad towna l«
not lnoludtd ln the table. but i« abow


